Saints Among Us
_________________________________

John Nadolski,
Living Water International
His mother had just had enough.
John Nadolski recalls his mother
grabbing him by the collar and
hauling him across the street to
the church. Fed up at teenaged
John’s drinking and smoking
pot, his mother marched him
down the aisle and threw him
on the altar.
“Lord, you take him back. I don’t
know how to deal with him.”
It took some time, of course, but
Nadolski did find the straight-andnarrow path, one that ultimately
led him to decide on his own to
turn over his life to God for the
betterment of the lives of others.
In 1999, Nadolski, now 57, gave
up a career in engineering and
hydrology to work in the field of
international water development.
In 2005, he joined Living Water
International, a faith-based
nonprofit with a mission of bringing
clean water to rural poor throughout
the world.
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After several years of planning,
Nadolski and his wife, Marcia,
boldly chose to quit their jobs, sell
their home, and pursue Nadolski’s
calling.
“I’m following the Lord; I’m
trusting him on a day-to-day basis,”
Nadolski says. “It’s a good walk. We
rely on the Lord for our finances; we
rely on him for where we’re going
to be living. We do live seeking God
out as to what he wants us to do. It’s
just become the way we live now.”
Nadolski describes his life change
as “switching from being successful
to being significant.” The statistics
bear out the significance. Living
Water has water-development
programs in more than 20 countries.
The organization helps drill wells,
teach local residents how to
maintain them, and educate villagers
about proper hygiene and its
importance. The goal is to save lives,
now and for years to come.
“There are too many children in the
world dying from diseases caused by
unsafe water,” Nadolski says. “It’s
totally unacceptable.”
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And that’s where Nadolski comes
in. Based in San Jose, California,
he is the regional director for the
southwest region for Living Water.
After several years managing water
projects, he now works to raise
funds for Living Water, whether
it’s with major donors or church
and youth groups. He said he sees
himself as a resource; he tells the
story of Living Water and helps
people work for change. Efforts such
as the H2O Project offer groups a
way to raise money for donation,
and Living Water also conducts
one-week trips—as many as 290 in
a year—that allow volunteers to go
abroad and help drill wells. Donors
receive testimonials and pictures of
the work that was done, so there’s a
sense of buy-in and accomplishment.
“I explain that we’re part of the
solution, because the numbers are
getting better,” Nadolski says.
“We’re part of the winning team.”
Nadolski describes himself as
a “connector,” someone who
derives energy from seeing people
get actively involved in a cause
and give of themselves. He talks
enthusiastically about what Living
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Most of the impact is on children
under the age of 5, he says, because
they lack the immune system to
handle the waterborne toxins to
which they are exposed. Living
Water works with villages ranging
in population from 200 to 10,000,
planning the water systems and
creating a village water committee
that will understand and sustain the
project. The villages are in remote
areas with no city water supply
or taxes to support water and
sanitation systems.
The lack of clean water is a global
and massive problem. Water-related
diseases cause 2.2 million deaths
every year, most acutely in areas
where poverty is prevalent and the
people have little, if any, ability to
change their circumstances. Some
783 million lack access to clean
drinking water. The good news is
that this number is down from 1.1
billion five years ago.
“The numbers progressively are
getting better and better. We’re
moving in the right direction,”
Nadolski says. “It takes everybody
in the community to make a
difference.”

Water has given him and how his work has quenched
his own spiritual thirst as it provides for others’ physical
needs.
It’s easy to see how the day-to-day work of Living Water
is a metaphor for much more.
“Drilling wells is a tough thing to do. You’re drilling a
hole in a rock that wants to cave in on you, and sometimes
the rock caves in on you,” he says. “I couldn’t just rely on
my God-given talents. I really did have to rely on God.” +

